Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.016; wR factor = 0.038; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.9.
In the title compound, [CdCl 2 (C 11 H 17 N 3 )], the Schiff base acts as an N,N 0 ,N 00 -tridentate ligand towards the Cd II ion. Two Cl atoms complete a distorted square-pyramidal geometry around the metal atom. In the crystal, a C-HÁ Á ÁCl interaction connects pairs of molecules into centrosymetric dimers.
Related literature
For the structure of a CuCl 2 complex of the same Schiff base, see : Saleh Salga et al. (2010) . For the structure of a similar Cd II complex, see: Bian et al. (2003) . For a description of the geometry of complexes with five-coordinate metal atoms, see: Addison et al. (1984) .
Experimental
Crystal data [CdCl 2 (C 11 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . (Bian et al., 2003) . In the crystal, pairs of the molecules, related by symmetry -x, -y, -z + 1, are bonded into centrosymmetric dimers via C7-H7B···Cl2 interaction.
A mixture of 2-acetylpyridine (0.61 g, 5 mmol) and N,N-dimethylethyldiamine (0.44 g, 5 mmol) in ethanol (50 ml) was refluxed for 2 hr followed by addition of a solution of cadmium(II) chloride (0.92 g, 5 mmol) in a minimum amount of water. The resulting solution was refluxed for 30 min, then set aside at room temperature. The colorless crystals of the title compound were obtained after a few days.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed at calculated positions at distances C-H = 0.95, 0.98 and 0.99 ° for aryl, methyl and methylene type H-atoms, respectively, and were treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 times U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot of the title compound at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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